

Open with prayer.


Icebreaker:    
What was your worst and/or best subject in school?
What motivates you more –negative or positive feedback?
If something in your life needed to be changed but you were blind to it, how do you think you should be told about it?

1 Samuel 12
Read vs.1-5.
Samuel repeatedly declares that he has not taken anything unlawfully or unjustly.  What are some of the things that he said a king would take from them in 1 Samuel 8:11-18.
Samuel was reminding them that he could be trusted to tell the truth and that having a king was their idea, not his.  Why was he doing this?  (So that the people couldn’t blame him when God punished them for doing this.)
Samuel opens his life up here for public inspection.  How does it look in the people’s eyes?
Think back on Samuel’s life –from the time his mother first brought him to the tabernacle, to his farewell address.  How would you describe him?
How would you like to be described at the end of your life?


Read vs.6-11.
Why was it important for Samuel to review their history?  (vs. 9 –“But they forgot the Lord their God…”)
In spite of their history of forsaking God, God continued to pursue them.  What method did He use in vs.9 to draw them back?  What was their response to that situation?
Share about a time in your life when you may have felt that God had forsaken you –but then you realized that he was actually using it to draw you closer to Him.
Read Psalm 27:9-10.  In the midst of abandonment, what is David’s confidence that the Lord’s response will be?  Read Deuteronomy 31:6-8.


Read vs.12-25.
The hard words of Samuel bring the people to an awareness that they are in need of forgiveness.  In a day when few want to hear “hard words”, why is it important for the church to talk about sin?
Read John 3:17.  Why might an unsaved person intentionally choose to interpret the Gospel message as condemnation –rather than salvation?
What does Samuel tell the people his responsibilities are in vs. 23?  He makes this commitment even though he disagreed with their demand for a king.  How should this inspire our actions?
We see here that the sin of Israel, the act of rejecting God’s authority and demanding a king, is not only forgiven by God but is actually transformed into a new instrument of His grace.  The institution of kingship paves the way for David, and his greater Son, Jesus.  In God’s hands, do you believe that your failures and sinful choices can be completely remade into something new and redemptive?
Has there been a time in your life when God’s grace turned your failure into something you never anticipated?  Share your experience.
 

Apply It
Twice in his farewell speech, Samuel reminded the people to consider what great things God had done for them.  Have you walked down memory lane lately?  Take some time to think back on some good things that God has done for you.  Cultivate gratefulness for His faithfulness.  Send up a thank you note!
Pray for someone who is resistant to the Gospel.  Pray that God will open their eyes to their sin, their need of forgiveness and their need for confession and repentance.  Keep persisting in prayer and don’t give up on anyone.  Love your neighbor!
Have you rejected God’s authority in an area of your life?  Jesus said in Matt.28:19-20 that His followers should teach disciples of all nations –not just to hear everything that He’s commanded, but to obey.  Let Him be King –even of the stubborn places in your heart.
Have you considered a failure in your life to be an end in itself rather than something that God wants to use for His glory?  Ask God for His perspective on a failure you’ve experienced.  What does He want to accomplish through it? 
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