

Open with prayer.


Icebreaker:    
If you were asked to appear on any television game show, which would you choose –and why?
If you needed to “phone a friend” for help, who would you call for a question on science –or popular culture –or Biblical knowledge?
When things go wrong, are you quicker to blame yourself –or others?

1 Samuel 13
Read vs.1-4.
We’re told in verse 3 that Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba.  Yet, who was given credit for it in verse 4?  (Although this was normal in that culture, it didn’t make Saul’s action right.)
How might this have impacted Saul’s relationship with his son, Jonathan?
Taking credit for the accomplishments of others indicates that pride is controlling your life.  What are some things you can do to keep pride in check?

Read vs.5-7.
What did the people expect of their king in 1st Samuel 8:20?
When Samuel wanted to present Saul to the people, what did Saul do in 1st Samuel 10:22?
What was the Israelite’s reaction to seeing Philistine soldiers “as numerous as the sand on the seashore” in 1st Samuel 13:6-7?
In 1st Samuel 12:11, Samuel reminded the people that God delivered them from the hands of their enemies on every side, so that they lived securely.  Why do you think people tend to seek help from man more than God?
According to Psalm 54:1-7, who was David’s help?
Read Psalm 121:1-8.  Where does your help come from?  Where do you truly go first for help?

Read vs.8-15.
What had Samuel told Saul to do in 1st Samuel 10: 8?   How was Saul disobedient?  (Read 1st Samuel 13:13.  Also read Deuteronomy 12:5-14)
Why did Saul do this?  (He panicked under pressure.  Read 1st Samuel 13:11)
Was God looking for excuses from Saul for his behavior …or obedience?  Was God aware of the men scattering, Samuel’s tardiness, and the Philistines assembling at Micmash?  Is God aware of the things in your life that make you feel threatened?
Saul was doing a good thing by offering a sacrifice to God, but he did it in the wrong way.  Have you ever felt under pressure to make something happen –when God was telling you to wait?  Share your experience.
Are the methods we use to accomplish our goals as important as the attainment of those goals?
What was the result of Saul’s disobedience?  (Read 1st Samuel 13:14)

Read vs.16-22.
The Israelites were outnumbered and in great need of weapons.  From man’s perspective, this is a serious disadvantage.  But what advantage should the Israelites have?  (God’s help!)
God often gave His people victory in battle when defeat seemed imminent.  Why would God let His people be placed in such a desperate situation?  (So they would realize their true source of strength.)
What can be good about exhausting all other resources and hitting your lowest point?


Apply It
It’s time for a pride check.  You may feel you’ve figured everything out.  But compare your wisdom and experience to God’s.  Psalm 10:4 says, “In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.”  Foster humility by asking God to reveal those areas of pride in your life.
Have you been looking only to other people for help?  It’s time to change your sight-line from horizontal to vertical.  You may even feel that others haven’t been there for you.  But consider the possibility that God wants you to approach Him directly.  Psalm 60:11-12  “Give us aid against the enemy, for the help of man is worthless.  With God we will gain the victory, and he will trample down our enemies.”
Are you using the pressures in your life to develop excuses for disobedience to God’s Word?  You may even feel sorry for your disobedience.  But an apology for an action that you don’t intend to change is a hollow apology.  It is not true repentance.  Get real with yourself about excuses.  “It’s just the way I am.”   He is able to change your nature.  (Read Rom. 8:9)   “You don’t know the pain I’ve been through in my past.”  Pursue His healing.  (Read Phil. 3:10-14)   Pursue obedience.    
It’s amazing that when you’re at the greatest disadvantage, the stage is actually set for you to have the greatest advantage by completely turning to God.  Have you exhausted all your typical resources of strength?  Don’t despair.  God is setting you up to finally place all your dependence on Him.  Let go of all the rest and go to God.

image1.jpeg

