

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
Who is your favorite actor –and why?
Would you consider yourself to be a good actor?
Why do some “go through the motions” of religion rather than seek a true experience with God?


1 Samuel 14
Read 1st Samuel 13:23; 14:1-14
What is the significance behind the mention of Ahijah’s genealogy?  
(It shows his ties to the rejected house of Eli.  Also it’s possibly a reminder to the reader of 1st Samuel 4:21-22 –the naming of Ichabod and his mother’s declaration that “the glory has departed.”)
What might be the reason that Saul would consult a member of the rejected priestly house of Eli?  
(He has lost Samuel as his spiritual advisor.)
We live in a day when it’s common for a person to seek spiritual advice over one issue in their life –while ignoring God’s directives in other areas of their life.  Discuss the dangers of such an approach.  Why would one feel that this is acceptable?  How can we avoid this mindset?
Read Proverbs 3:5-6.  How literally does one take the directive- “…in all your ways acknowledge him”?  How does this play out in your day to day living?
What does 1st Samuel 14:6 reveal about Jonathan’s character and commitment?
  
Read vs.15-23.
Saul begins to ask God for direction –only to stop short and rush to battle.  When had he demonstrated impatience like this before?
(In Chapter 13 he refused to wait for Samuel.)
Is it possible that in the midst of a difficult decision, God may want to use delays to test our obedience and patience?  Is waiting on God a higher priority than the battle you’re facing?
Who rescued Israel that day?  (see vs.23)


Read vs.24-46.
What were the results of Saul’s oath?
(His men were too tired to fight.  They sinned by eating meat with blood in it.  He almost killed his own son.)
According to Jonathan, what opportunity was missed because of this oath?  (see vs.30)
Saul’s oath sounded heroic, but as he would be told in 1st Samuel 15:22, what is better to God than sacrifice?
Read Isaiah 1:11-20.  These sacrifices have a great outward appearance, seeming to come from a full heart of devotion.  But why does God find no pleasure in them?  What is He looking for?


Read vs.47-52.
Compare this summary of Saul’s reign with that of King David’s in 2nd Samuel 8: 6 & 14.  Whose reign proved more effective- the self-reliant king, or the man after God’s own heart?



Apply It
Have you turned away from Godly counsel because it wasn’t what you wanted to hear?  Maybe you’ve even developed “selective hearing” and it’s leading to selective obedience.  The life of a Christian is not one of demanding their rights –but laying them down.  Ask God to help you to receive His counsel and even the hard truths about yourself.  Then act on what He’s telling you.
Are you able to see the value in waiting patiently on God –even over the value of getting a quick answer from Him?  Are you tempted to run out and fight the battle instead of consulting the One who can win it for you?  Before you run out into the fight, spend some time in God’s waiting room.  Practice being still before Him.
Have you been obedient to God?  Maybe you’ve busied yourself with activities -even good things that God hasn’t called you to.  Has your spiritual life become one more of external show than internal devotion?  Ask God to show you where you’ve drifted off course.  To obey is better than sacrifice.  
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