

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
If someone wanted to throw you a birthday party, what would you want it to be like?
If they asked you what you wanted –and then did something completely different, what would you think?
If God wants to win a battle in your life, are you willing to submit to exactly the way He wants to do it?

1 Samuel 15
Read vs.1-12.
Why did God want Saul to totally destroy the Amalekites?  (see vs.2)
(Also see Exodus 17:8-16 and Deut. 25:17-19.)
How was Saul disobedient?  (see vs.9)
What reason did God give for commanding His people to “completely” destroy the nations in Deut. 20:16-18?
What does Saul’s monument to himself tell you about him?
In what ways might we build monuments in our own honor today?


Read vs.13-23.
Was Saul’s greeting to Samuel in vs. 13 true or false?
Who did Saul credit for bringing the sheep in vs. 15 &21?
Saul is deflecting and then begins to argue by saying, “But I did obey the Lord.”  How is the rest of his argument in vs. 20 actually a contradiction?
Have you ever been tempted to cover up your disobedience to God with an outward show of religious activity?  What did God say to you about it?  How did you respond?
In vs.23, what are the implied character traits of Saul?  What is the reason given here as to why God rejected Saul as king?
In the face of exposed disobedience, many are tempted to redefine what it actually means to obey.  Discuss the dangers of redefining what God says.  How can you guard against trying to make God’s Word say simply what you want it to?


Read vs.24-31.
What do you make of Saul’s response to Samuel in this passage?  Do you think his confession was sincere –or was it motivated by self-interest?  
Was Saul more concerned about what God thought –or what other men thought?  How do you navigate the concerns of what others think verses what God thinks?
Saul admitted his guilt but does he give any indication that he will act differently in the future?
How important is repentance to God?  Read Matt. 11:20-22.

Read vs.32-35.
Even after being told that obedience is better than sacrifice, Saul pressures Samuel to join him in a worship expression.  But who obeyed God by putting King Agag to death?
What does the estrangement between Saul and Samuel imply about Saul’s relationship with God?
What does Samuel’s emotional reaction in vs. 35 tell you about his heart toward Saul?
If you knew that the Lord was grieved over having placed you in an area of leadership, what would your response be?


Apply It
Have you given much thought to the state of self-delusion?  You may have an estimation of yourself that is completely different from God’s.  Maybe you’ve built verbal monuments to yourself and are beginning to believe your own press.  Make Psalm 139:23-24 your sincere prayer:  “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Have you been arguing with God?  Have you, like Saul, made excuses, pointed fingers, or tried to justify disobedience?  Have you felt convicted by the Holy Spirit over an issue in your life and now avoid the subject altogether?  You may try to drown out His voice but God is still calling you to obey.  It’s what He wants most.  Stop the fighting and offer up to God that which will please Him most.

Has God placed you in an area of leadership – only to watch you run off without Him?  Maybe you’ve stopped consulting with Him.  Begin to make a habit of praying over your decisions.  Seek out Godly counsel.  Listen for what God is saying and then act on it. 
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