

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
Do you typically root for the underdog or the stronger team?  Why?
Have you ever triumphed in a no-win situation?  Tell about it.
What would you be willing to attempt for God if you knew you could not fail?

1 Samuel 16
Read vs.1-5.
Why was Samuel mourning for Saul?
What can we learn from God’s instruction to Samuel in vs.1 to “be on your way”  -when we are wallowing in a difficult situation?
Have you ever felt that God was telling you it was time to stop mourning?  Share your experience.  Read Isaiah 61:1-3.
  

Read vs.6-13.
What criterion was Samuel using when he thought Eliab must be the Lord’s anointed one?  (see vs.7)  Why might he have used this criteria?  (see 1st Samuel 10:23-24; he was probably looking for another Saul)
Our culture today prioritizes the outward appearance seemingly at times to the exclusion of the heart.  How can Christians avoid falling into this mindset?  
Share an example of someone who seemed to have little to offer in terms of what the world looks for –but had it all in terms of what God looks for.  
How was the Messiah described in Isaiah 53:2-3?
Why might Jesse have excluded David when he brought his sons to meet Samuel?  Is it possible that God sees potential in you that your parents didn’t see or understand?

Read vs.14-23.
David has been anointed king and is now summoned –not to the throne, but to the servant’s quarters.  Why do you think God took David through this process?
What quality of David’s listed in vs.18 was most important?
In his troubled state Saul could find relief only in music.  Name a song that God has used to meet you at your point of need.

1 Samuel 17
Read vs.1-30.
Describe what dominated Israel’s attention and contributed to their fear.  How significant was it that they noted every detail about Goliath?
How tall was Goliath?  (see vs.4)  How was Saul described in 1st Samuel 9:2?  From man’s limited perspective, who should have gone out to fight Goliath?
Read 1st Samuel 16:7 again.  What does God’s instruction to Samuel about Eliab imply about David’s height?  While most everyone in this story seems fixated on outward appearances, what was God looking at in David?
In vs.25, the Israelites describe Goliath as one who “comes out to defy Israel.”  But in vs.26, how does David phrase it –who has Goliath come out to defy?  What does this reveal about David?
Have you ever focused so much on a problem that you became consumed with it and it grew larger than your view of God?  What are some ways you can place things in proper perspective?
In 1st Samuel 16:13, Samuel had anointed David king “in the presence of his brothers…”  What might explain Eliab’s caustic reaction to David’s presence at the battlefront in vs.28?

Read vs.31-58.
After reciting what actions he’d taken against lions and bears, who does David credit for his deliverance in vs.37?
Consider some things that others could not see with their physical eyes in this situation-
   In 1st Samuel 16:14, the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul- but what happened to David in the previous verse?
   Compare how the Israelite army sees Goliath –with how David sees Goliath.
   Compare how Eliab, Saul and Goliath see David –with how God sees David.
   What weapons of Goliath does David mention in vs.45-47 –and what is it that David says he’s fighting with here?
How are you cultivating your eyes to see beyond the physical realm into spiritual realities?
Read 1 Corinth. 1:27.  Share a present day example of how you’ve seen God choose “the weak things of the world to shame the strong.”


Apply It
Has weeping simply become a way of life for you?  It’s time to get your song back.  Regularly spend time worshiping the Lord.  Sing to Him in the midst of your sorrows and in His presence you’ll find there is fullness of joy.  Read Psalm 30.

Have you been dismissive of what you could contribute to God’s kingdom?  Maybe you’ve been hurt by the criticism of others.  Maybe you’ve listened to the lies of the enemy.  Maybe your own heart condemns you.  God is greater than all of these things.  Rather than focusing on your limitations, focus on how powerful God is.  He chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  He can do awesome things through you.

Are you consumed with a problem?  Do you focus so much on it that your vision of God has become blurred or even non-existent?  Turn your thoughts back to God.  Begin to praise Him declaring His attributes.  Ask Him to open your eyes to just how big He is.  There is nothing too hard for God.
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