

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
Tell about someone you know who has fought a spiritual battle and won.
How have they inspired your faith?
What situation in your own life has inspired others in their faith?

1 Samuel 18
Read vs.1-9.
Reflect back on Jonathan’s comments about his father in 1st Samuel 14:29-30.  What qualities did he see in David that he didn’t see in his own father?
Compare Jonathan’s attack on the Philistines in 1st Samuel 14:6-15 to David’s battle with Goliath.  How were Jonathan and David similar?
What impresses you about Jonathan from this passage in Chapter 18?  At what risk was he willing to take David’s side?  

Read vs.10-30.
What do Saul’s efforts to destroy David tell you about his faith in the power of God?
Everything Saul does to thwart David’s rise works ironically to David’s advantage.  Every opportunity Saul attempts to seize for himself turns in the end into an opportunity for David.  Share an example of how you’ve seen God turn what someone meant for evil into something good.
Read Matt. 5:11-12.  Are you able to “rejoice and be glad” in the midst of persecution?  Why or why not?  Are you able to refuse retaliation and to live in such a way as not only to overcome but transform your oppressors?

1 Samuel 19
Read vs.1-17.
Who did Jonathan credit in vs.5 for winning “a great victory for all Israel”?
What do you make of Jonathan and Michal’s behavior toward their father?  Were their actions justified?
Name some other people in the Bible who acted deceptively to achieve a greater good.  (See Judges 4:17-24; Exodus 1:15-21; Joshua 2:4-6)  Scripture looks positively on their actions in these particular situations.  Discuss how you are to discern when this behavior is justified by God.
Name some more current examples.

 Read vs.18-24.
Compare and contrast Saul’s experience here with his experience in 1st Samuel 10:1-13.  How are the results of God’s inspiration different in each situation?
We see from Saul’s experience that the presence of God’s empowering Spirit is no guarantee of future blessing.  How can a gifted leader guard against feelings of “invincibility” irrespective of continued faithfulness?
How did King David respond when confronted with his own sin by the prophet Nathan?  Read Psalm 51.


Apply It
Is there someone in your life who has won some amazing spiritual battles?  Have they inspired your faith?  Tell them how they’ve impacted you.  Write a letter, send an e-mail, give them a call or pay them a visit.  Let them know how their legacy has impacted yours.

Are you struggling in the face of persecution?  Are you being negatively impacted by the evil someone is throwing your way?  Pray for them.  Overcome evil with good.  Begin to believe that God is powerful enough to transform them.  Take Jesus’ words in Matt.5:44-48 to heart and love your enemies.

We cannot live today on the spiritual blessings of our childhood or early adulthood.  Have you given thought to your current responsibility in service and ministry?  Don’t rest on what God has done through you in the past.  What is He saying to you today?  Act on it.  Guard against independent thinking and the feeling that you know it all.  Jeremiah 33:3 says, “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”  Pray for a fresh passion to pursue His purposes today.
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