

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
What is your favorite book of the Bible?  Why?
How might you entice someone to read God’s Word?
How many Bibles do you own?

1 Samuel 22
Read vs.1-5.
What kind of people gathered around David?
What does leading these kinds of people say of David’s leadership skills?
How might David have been able to relate to these men?
Which Psalm(s) can you relate to?

Read vs.6-23.
How did it look to Saul –to discover from Doeg the Edomite that Ahimelech inquired of the Lord for David –and gave him provisions and Goliath’s sword?
What does the disobedient act of Saul’s officials in vs.17 tell you about them?
Why do you think Doeg was willing to strike down the priests?  (Possibly for career advancement.)
Sometimes God allows evil to develop to teach us not to let evil systems flourish.  How were the people ultimately responsible for Saul’s actions?  (They insisted on having a king.)
Share how the impact of a bad decision you’ve made in your past influenced other decisions you’ve made.

1 Samuel 23
Read vs.1-6.
What does this passage show in regard to David’s reliance on God?
What methods had Saul been using to make decisions?  (rumors, intimidation, espionage)
Do you go to God first when making decisions?
Share how God has answered you when you went to Him for direction over a decision you needed to make.
Read Psalm 25:8-12; Psalm 32:8; Proverbs 3:6.

Read vs.7-29.
In vs.7, who does Saul credit for a potential capture of David?
In vs.14, who is credited for saving David?
Saul has ignored God’s word in the past, has developed a pattern of not inquiring of the Lord, and now has even executed the priests –yet still thinks God is working on his behalf.  What are some examples of how our present day culture tries to speak for God in ways that do not accurately represent Him?


Apply It
God’s primary means of communication today is through Scripture.  Our identity as Christians means we are a people of the Word.  The Word of God is living and active.  Read Hebrews 4:12.  Is the Bible truly a priority in your life?  Do you spend time in it everyday?  Is your life showing the fruit of your time in the Word?  Don’t neglect it.  He speaks through what He has spoken.

God speaks to His people and desires to guide them.  Do you find yourself identifying more with David or Saul?  Are you sensitive to God’s guidance or presumptuous about God and dependent on human wisdom?  If you’ve found yourself becoming too independent, return to God with all your heart.  Become radically dependent on Him for guidance.  Read John 10:3-5.

It would seem that many mainline churches are in danger of not holding Scripture in high enough esteem to refute the changing values of our society.  They’ve become seemingly unconcerned with seeking God’s will and more enamored with human perceptions regarding many social issues –including poverty, abortion, ecology, violence, and homosexuality.  Pray that the church would prioritize the Word of God above all other voices.
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