

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
If you could go back in time, how would you live life differently?
What character traits would you like to be known for most?
What does a good ending to your life story look like?

1 Samuel 29
Read vs.1-11.
Who did David say he wanted to fight against in vs. 8?
Who did David refer to as “my lord the king” in 1 Samuel 26:17?
What side is David really on?
At the start of this chapter it appeared that David was trapped in an impossible lose-lose situation that would reveal where his loyalties were.  Who did God use to deliver him from this situation?
Has God ever delivered you from an impossible lose-lose situation?  Tell about it.

1 Samuel 30
Read vs.1-31.
Saul had sought out a medium during his moment of crisis.  What did David do in his greatest moment of crisis?
In vs.6, the full significance of this strength is in the phrase “in the Lord his God.”  His strength came from God Himself -and “his God” stresses their personal relationship.  How has a personal relationship with God brought you strength in moments of crisis?
In what ways might you cultivate the act of “inquiring of the Lord” over a lifetime?
Once David had received an answer from the Lord, his faith found expression in decisive and persistent action regardless of the difficulties of fatigue, locating the Amalekite encampment, or the superior numbers of his enemy.  What should we learn from his example?

1 Samuel 31
Read vs.1-13.
Saul seemed more concerned in protecting his dignity than in salvaging his relationship with God.  In his last moments he cared more about being “abused” by the Philistines.  In what ways do you see “image” today promoted as a higher virtue than godliness?
Compare Samuel, the last judge of Israel, to Saul, the first king of Israel.  What was Samuel’s response to God’s voice in 1 Samuel 3:10?  What was Saul’s response to God through Samuel in 1 Samuel 9:21?  Discuss the difference in their character traits.
Why did the people originally want a king?  (see 1 Samuel 8:19-20)
Yet instead of spending his time and energy fighting the Philistines, on whom did he expend much of his efforts trying to hunt down and kill?
What did Jonathan believe could have been accomplished in 1 Samuel 14:30 –had his father simply let his men eat that day?
Who pressed hard after Saul and his sons, and killed Jonathan, Abinadab and Malki-Shua and critically wounded Saul?  (1 Samuel 31:2-3)
What have you learned from the life and death of Saul?


Apply It
Do you feel trapped in a no-win situation?  Did you know that nothing is too difficult for God to handle?  No matter the circumstances, consider the question the Lord asked Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short?”  (Numbers 11:23)  Take courage and call on the Lord in your hour of need.  He is a mighty God.  Read Psalm 46.

Is there someone you have vilified in your life –thinking that they are the source of your problems?  It’s time to examine your own heart and motives.  How have your actions, your thoughts, your excuses and “justified” behaviors led you in the wrong direction?  Allow God to search your heart.  Then confess, repent, and let Him heal your broken heart.  It’s time to get on with your life.

Have you been confronted with a crisis in your life?  Learn from David’s example and find strength in the Lord your God.  More than anything, cultivate your relationship with Him and be assured that He loves you.  
     Romans 8:35-39  “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  As it is written:  “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

Have you been ignoring the voice of God and turning to other sources for direction?  Consider the outcome of Saul’s actions.  Consider that our enemy comes only to steal and kill and destroy while Jesus has come that we may have life, and have it to the full.  (John 10:10)  Listen to the voice that you can trust.  Don’t ignore it any longer.  One day you’ll want to hear that voice saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”
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