

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
If someone was going to create a memorial of your life, where would it be and what would it look like?
Is there a memorial that has made a strong impression on you?
Name a public figure or personal friend who should have a memorial to commemorate their life.


1 Samuel 7
Read vs. 1-4.
1. According to vs. 2, what was the people’s emotional state?
2. Though they were seeking after the Lord in vs.2, what does vs.4 indicate they hadn’t done yet?
3. Is it possible to have a strong emotional reaction and yet still possess a heart that refuses to change?  Does God require more than just an emotional response from His people?  According to John 14:15, what is the proof of a disciple’s love for Jesus?
4. As Samuel encourages them to serve the Lord only, what did He say God would do on their behalf?

Read vs. 5-11.
1. What did the people acknowledge in vs. 6?
2. 1st John 1:9 is a conditional statement.  What is required in order to receive forgiveness and purification?  Discuss other benefits of confession.
3. The Philistines came up to attack the Israelites in vs.7.  How did the Israelites feel at this point?  Compare that feeling to their actions in vs. 11.
4. What was it that threw the Philistines into a panic?  (see vs. 10)
5. Read 1st Samuel 2:9-10 and compare Hannah’s prayer to this battle.

  
Read vs. 12-17.
1. How did Samuel memorialize this event?  Why was it important for Samuel to do this?
2. In vs. 14, what promise is fulfilled?  (see vs. 3.)
3. Have you ever memorialized an answer to prayer?  How did you do it?


Apply It
Have you gotten caught up in telling God you’re sorry for your sins –without really changing your actions?  God would call you to true repentance today.  Confess your sin and then repent.   In John 8:11, Jesus forgives the woman caught in adultery.  But he also tells her, “Go now and leave your life of sin.”
Do you feel as if God has abandoned you?  There may be some things He’s told you to do in the past and you need to walk in obedience there.  Start doing the things you already know you need to do.
Is there a situation causing you to be afraid?  Cry out to the Lord.  Have your group pray with you now.
Has God won a battle in your life?  Set up your own Ebenezer (stone of help) memorial to the Lord.  Let it be an encouragement to you for future battles and a testimony of God’s faithfulness.
image1.jpeg
s

e




