


Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
If you could live in another country, which one would you choose?  Why?
Have you ever taken a trip that made you appreciate home in a whole new way?
Have you learned to be content –whatever the circumstances?  

1 Samuel 8
Read vs. 1-5.
Why were Samuel’s sons unfit to serve as judges for Israel?
How did the actions of Samuel’s sons impact the entire nation?
The elders of Israel wanted a king “such as all the other nations have.”  What does such a request imply –in regard to who is setting the standard for Israel?

Read vs. 6-9.
According to vs. 7, what was Samuel feeling after hearing the request for a king?  What action did Samuel take in vs. 6?
Who was actually king of Israel at this moment?  What was He feeling?
Have there been times when you felt rejected and then realized that it was a direct result of following Christ?  How did you handle the experience?  What did you learn from it?
Read Luke 6:22-23.  According to Jesus, what is your standing when you are rejected -and what should be your response?
Much emphasis in ministry today has been placed on relevance to the culture for the purpose of evangelism.  Discuss what is good about this –as well as what could be the pitfalls of this approach.
  


Read vs. 10-18.
What did God say the people would become?  (see vs. 17)
To see the fulfillment of what God had said, see the following verses:
Drafting young men into the army… 1 Samuel 14:52
          Having the young men “run in front of his chariots”… 2 Samuel 15:1
          Making slave laborers… 2 Chronicles 2:17-18
          Taking the best of your fields and vineyards… 1 Kings 21:5-16
          Using your property for his personal gain… 1 Kings 9:10-14
          Demanding a tenth of your harvest and flocks… 1 Kings 12:1-16
What did God say the people’s response would be to the king they would choose?  (see vs. 18)  And what did God warn them that His response would be to them?  

Read vs. 19-22.
After such dire warnings, the people refused to listen to Samuel.  Why?
Did God want them to be “like all the other nations”?  (Read Leviticus 20:26)
The Israelites expressed a desire for a king who would go out before them and fight their battles.  But what “battle” did God reference in vs. 8 –and who did the fighting?  What had God saved them from?  (Read Exodus 2:23-25)
Has there ever been a time when your heart was so set on something that you refused to listen to God’s warnings?  What was the result?  If you were faced with the same situation today, how would you handle it differently?  

Apply It
Has your heart started to lean toward a desire to be “like all the other nations?”  Have you felt envious toward the wicked?  Don’t be deceived.  Read Psalm 73.
Have you felt rejected because of your faith?  Be encouraged!  You might even jump for joy because “great is your reward in heaven.”  But if you’ve internalized any pain from the experience, take it to Jesus.
Is there something the Holy Spirit has been speaking to you about –but you’re refusing to listen?  Are you deflecting counsel and going your own way?  Take some time to check your motives.  Better yet, let God do it.  Proverbs 16:2 says, “All a man’s ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the Lord.”
Take some time just to listen.  God may be trying to spare you from some future problems.  His motives can be trusted.  Let Him reign in every area of your life.
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