


Open with prayer.


Icebreaker:    
If you were asked to rule a country, which would it be and why?
What was your earliest leadership experience in life?
Would you rather become a king -or search for missing donkeys?


1 Samuel 9
Read vs.1-14 .
In Saul’s mind, what was the purpose of his journey?  Do you think he had any idea what was about to happen to him?
What was God’s purpose for Saul’s journey?
Is it possible that the frustrations you may have experienced today are not just random events but are actually orchestrated by God?  How might you be encouraged by that possibility?  Read Romans 8:28.
Describe a time in your life when circumstances were inconvenient –but you could later see how God used them for a greater purpose than you’d first imagined.

Read vs.15-27.
Contrast what Saul said to Samuel in vs. 21 with what we’re told about him and his family in vs. 1-2.
What does Saul’s response tell us about him?  From all we know of Saul’s later life, what issues do you think he struggled with internally?
Saul was being called by God to a great purpose.  What would have been a better response?  Name some other people in Scripture that God called who also responded with reluctance.
Have you ever had a similar reaction to something that God was calling you to do?  Share your experience.  
If God wants you to do something, do you feel that He believes you can accomplish it?  What are some barriers to our obedience?  How might they be removed?


1 Samuel 10
Read vs.1-13.
 List some of the prophesies Samuel gave Saul that would confirm his selection at least privately.  How many of them were fulfilled?  (see vs. 9)
Though Saul was inexperienced, the Spirit made him able to assume kingly responsibilities.  Compare his experience to others found in Judges 6:34; 11:29; 13:24-25; 14:6,19; and 15:14.
What was the reaction of the people who had formerly known Saul?  (see vs. 11)
Share about someone you’ve seen significantly changed by the power of God.
  
Read vs.14-27.
After all the signs Samuel had spoken of had been fulfilled, what would Saul’s actions in vs. 16 & 22 indicate about him?
In spite of Saul’s actions, what was the confidence level of the people in vs. 24 & 26?
It has been said that, “The one thing worse than not getting what you want is getting it.”  How would that statement apply to Israel and their demand for a king?


Apply It
Have you got spiritual “tunnel vision”?  Maybe all you can see right now is the frustration of the moment.  Ask God to broaden your vision.  Take a prayer walk and ask Him how your present circumstances factor in to your spiritual journey.
Are you hiding in the baggage?  God has a purpose for your life.  It’s tempting to hide from important responsibilities because of a fear of failure, fear of what others will think, or simply because you’re not sure what steps to take.  Write down what you feel God has called you to do.  Then write down some actions you can take this week toward that purpose.  If you’re afraid, obey afraid!  Read Phil. 4:6-7.
It can be tempting to see people only as they are at this moment.  Think of someone who needs the transforming touch of God in their life.  Imagine a better future for them.  Bless them with your prayers and encouragement.
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